
 
5th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Next week is the last week of the half term and I am sure you are all looking forward to a break from home learning. It has 
been a long time for children to be out of school and I am sure they are missing the routine of school, seeing their friends 
and being able to learn in a classroom with the support of school staff. We understand how hard this time is for parents as 
well. Many of you are still working whilst supporting your child’s learning which takes up lots of time and energy.   
 
Hopefully, the rates of infection will continue to fall which will allow the reopening of schools when it is deemed safe to do 
so.   
 
COVID Testing of staff 
All staff in school are now taking lateral flow device tests twice per week. This is to try to pick up any asymptomatic cases 
in schools and reduce the spread of infection in the community.  
 
Extreme Reading Video 
If you haven't seen it already then check out the Extreme Reading video which you will find on the school closure 
OneDrive. Not only is it great to see that reading can be enjoyed anywhere, but it is just wonderful to see lots of pupils' 
faces after such a long time apart. Remember, reading is such an easy and enjoyable activity that provides immense            
benefits in many areas and we hope both pupils and parents are picking up a book on a regular basis to help escape from 
the world for a little while. Thank you to everyone who sent in a picture. 
 
PE Lockdown Challenges 
We hope you have enjoyed the PE challenges that are on the OneDrive. It is great to hear that lots of children are taking 
part and trying to complete all of the challenges.    
 
Online Safety – Supporting Children to Express Themselves Safely Online  
This week is Children’s Mental Health Week an the theme is ‘Express Yourself’  – We have added at the end of the         
newsletter a poster explain how children can express themselves safely online.  Please take a moment to read the           
advice.  Please email your child’s class teacher or the school office if you require any further support or advice about how 
to keep your child safe online.  
 
Winter Support Grant Scheme  
Cherwell District Council is able to help people who are struggling to afford food and stay warm this winter.  If you are 
struggling to afford food or pay your fuel bills, you may be eligible to receive help.  If you are struggling to afford food for 
your children during half term then please email or call the school office.  If adults are struggling to afford food or pay fuel 
bills please have a look at how to apply on this website.   
 
Bereavement Support  
SeeSaw Oxfordshire are able to offer support for parents who would like to discuss bereavement with their child.  They can 
be contacted through their website www.seesaw.org.uk.  If you would rather talk to a member of staff at school about how 
to discuss bereavement with your child then please call the school and ask to speak to Mr Watt or Mr Cornell who will be 
able to provide support.  
 
Safeguarding of Children  
With half term approaching and schools closed to all pupils for a week you may be worried about your child or another 
child.  Oxfordshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub can be contacted on 0345 050 7666.  Outside of office hours call the 
Emergency Duty Team on 0800 833 408.  If you are worried about a child, even if you are unsure, you can contact the 
NSPCC professional counsellors for help, advice and support.  They can be emailed on help@nspcc.org.uk or by calling 
0808 800 5000.   
 
 
Dates for your diary  
 
Monday 15th— Friday 19th February—Half Term  
 
Wednesday 31st March—last day of Spring Term 
 
 

Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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