
5th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you and your children are all well. 
 
It has been wonderful to have children back in school this week. The reopening of the school to nursery, reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 pupils has gone very well. Children have quickly adapted to the ‘new normal’ of bubbles, social distancing and a 
different way of working. Every child I have spoken to has said they are really pleased to be back at school and have           
enjoyed being able to see and play with their friends. Children are also enjoying learning again with their teachers and 
teaching assistants.  
 
Thank you to all parents for ensuring social distancing on the school site and not arriving early for your child’s drop off and 
collection. We are fortunate at Brookside to have such a large site which allows for social distancing to be maintained. 
 
The staff at Brookside have all worked very hard in order to make the reopening possible. This has taken a lot of planning, 
organisation and time to set up the school in order to reduce risks to children, staff and parents. I would like to thank the 
staff for their hard work preparing the school and ensuring Brookside is a happy and safe place for our children.  
 
Parents of children in Years 2,3,4 and 5 will be wondering when their children will be able to return to school.                
Unfortunately, at this point we do not know when this will be. The Government made an announcement a few weeks ago 
saying they hoped for all primary age pupils to return for at least a month before the summer holidays. So far, there has 
been no further information on this or how it would be possible whilst maintaining bubbles of 15 children per class. As soon 
as we know any more detail we will let you know. But as I have said before, schools find out about changes to education at 
the same time as the general public. In the meantime children in these year groups are still being set work to complete at 
home by their teachers.  
 
Staff News 
Mrs Jenkins left Brookside at half term after many years service as a higher level teaching assistant. We will really miss Mrs 
Jenkins and wish her well. Mrs Jenkins was always willing to get involved with every part of school life and attended many 
residential visits and was always fully involved in the key stage two productions (plus the barbecues!). Thank you for all of 
your hard work and commitment to the children of Brookside.  
 
Virtual Headteacher’s Awards 
 
Well done to the children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 who are still working hard on their home learning. The  following children 
in these year groups have impressed their teachers this week. 
 
Mr Verschoyle - Kameron  and Laasya for trying super hard with all the work set on Education City.  They 
do as much as they possibly can and always try to challenge themselves.   
Mr Plumbe—I'd like to nominate Maisie  for her times tables work on TT Rockstars.  Maisie showed her 
hardworking approach by emailing me to ask if she could have more difficult times tables to practise at 
home. Well done Maisie!  

From Years 3 and 4—William (Class LD), Caroline (Class FH) and Devon (Class AW).  
William contacted us yesterday to share the verse that he had written to add to the poem we have been looking at this 
week, ‘Please Mrs Butler’. I was really impressed with the way he had taken on the style of the poem and thought really 
carefully about his vocabulary choices to use the word ‘barricade’. Your new verse is a great addition to the poem, well 
done William.  
Caroline has worked really hard this week to complete the Roman numeral code breaker challenge that the children were 
set and was also keen to give further code breaker challenges a go! What dedication to her learning Caroline is showing, 
well done Caroline a fantastic effort.  
 
Devon sent us a picture of his Roman villa that he has been busy constructing at home this week. He 
has enjoyed learning about each of the rooms in the villa and has shared his interesting new facts 
with his family at home. Well done Devon it is great to see you are enjoying your learning at home.  
 
Mrs Cooper—Freya who has worked hard the whole way through the lockdown completing work to a 
high standard and neatly presented. Damien who has used lock down to learn so many new skills and 
develop new interests as well as keeping up with the work. He has become a keen gardener growing a 
range of vegetables.  
 
Mrs Smith and Miss Mooney—Dexter who has worked so hard to achieve his highest score in TT Rockstars. He 
also produced a really informative poster of what London will be like in the future. Well done Dexter! 
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Transition to secondary school for Year 6 pupils 

This summer there cannot be any visits to secondary schools or any transition days for Year 6 pupils. However, local secondary 
schools will be making sure that Year 6 are supported during this important transition in their education. We have received  
information from The Bicester School and The Cooper School.  

The Bicester School 
Normally, as you will be aware, we invite all perspective Year 7 students into The Bicester School for a very interactive             
Transition Day in which they will have the opportunity to experience secondary school life and participate in a variety of subject 
activities, in addition to being formally welcomed by the Year 7 team, including Pastoral and Welfare support. Unfortunately, 
due to the current situation we are no longer able to facilitate this.  
  
In the next couple of weeks, we are hoping to put a detailed programme of support on our website for both children and            
parents, which will include some video presentations from staff and students in addition to some activities that the children can 
complete in preparation for their enrolment in September. We are also aiming to come and visit perspective Year 7 students in 
their current school setting, which will have to be confirmed, but potentially during the first week of July.  
Uniform for TBS can be ordered here: http://thebicesterschool.org.uk/uniform/  
 
The Cooper School 
Due to the Government advice, we will not be holding any transfer days for Year 6 this July.  We intend to move elements of 
the induction to September but await further Government guidance on next academic year before finalising any of our plans. 
 
In the meantime we have made a transition website for parents and students where they can access information over the com-
ing weeks.  At the moment, it has a video of our school site and an FAQ section to help address many of the questions families 
have at this time including uniform, timetables and groupings.  In the future, it will be updated with activities from some of our 
Departments with some introductory tasks similar to what we might traditionally include on July transfer days.   We will be  
contacting families to find out those who do not have internet access/devices so that they can still take part in these. 
 
 
As soon as we receive information from other schools we will let Year 6 parents know.  

 

Usually, the summer term is full of exciting events. Sadly, there will be no sports days, productions, concerts or visits taking 
place this term as a result of coronavirus and social distancing rules.  
 
Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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