
21st May 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Next Friday is the last day before the half term holiday. Please remember that Monday 7th June is an INSET day and 
Brookside will be closed to pupils. The final half term of the academic year starts on Tuesday 8th June. 
 
COVID symptoms 
A reminder that if your child has any coronavirus symptoms they will need to stay off school and take a PCR test. All       
household members will also have to isolate until the result comes back.  A negative lateral flow test result does not mean a 
PCR is not needed for anyone who has coronavirus symptoms. The government are advising that primary-aged pupils should 
only be tested if they are symptomatic, in which case you should follow the guidance for households with possible or con-
firmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and book a PCR test for your child.  
 
We appreciate it can be frustrating arranging a test and then isolating whilst the result is processed but these are the current 
guidelines for all schools and workplaces. 
 
Staff News 
After 21 years at Brookside Mrs Martin will be retiring at the end of the summer term. We would like to thank Mrs Martin for 
her hard work and commitment to Brookside. The school will be a quieter place in September! 
 
Online Safety 
Over recent months we know that more children are communicating with their family and friends online.  We regularly remind 
all parents of the age which children are allowed to use messaging apps.  We would encourage you to look at this website and 
discuss some of the ideas with your children over the weekend - https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/socialising-
safely-online/ 
 
We would also encourage all parents to look at the website below with their children – it is a great website to have a look at 
with your children on a wet and windy weekend - https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/legendaryparent 
 
Safeguarding  
A reminder that should you have concerns about the safety of a child over the half term holiday please call Oxfordshire Multi-
Agency Safeguarding Hub on 0345 050 7666.  If you have an urgency concern for a child call 999 or 101.  If you would prefer 
to remain anonymous then please call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000.  You are able to report to both Oxfordshire MASH and 
the NSPCC online should you prefer to do this.  
 
Sun Safety 
Hopefully, over the holiday and next term, the weather will start to improve.  A reminder that all children should remember to 
‘Wrap, Splat, Hat’ whilst at home and at school during the summer.  On the next page of this newsletter you will find two  
competitions.  Please complete these over the half term holiday and follow the instructions to enter your child’s entry.  Please 
also send the entries in with your child and pass to their teacher – there will be Brookside prizes for the best entries.   
 
 
Dates for your diary  
Monday 31st May - Half Term  
Monday 7th June - INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 
Thursday 22nd July - End of Summer Term (3:00 p.m. finish) 
 
Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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