
20th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you and your children are all well. 
 
As you will be aware from the letter I sent out last week and constant news reports and discussion in the media; primary 
schools in England have been asked to reopen to pupils in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June. This is all               
conditional on the rates of infection and the latest scientific advice. A decision will be made by the Government a few days 
before the planned reopening date. 
 
The most important thing remains the safety and well being of our children and staff and we are putting in measures to 
reduce the risk whilst in school. Teachers and teaching assistants have been working very hard to prepare the school to 
reopen. The biggest  challenge is preparing rooms for class sizes of 15 and removing a lot of furniture and resources. In 
order to open to Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6 we require ten rooms, ten teachers and all teaching  assistants. Almost the 
whole school will be in use and  almost all the teaching staff will be needed. We will also still have the  keyworker class for 
those keyworker children whose own class have not returned to school. 
 
If we do reopen on 1st June there will be a number of other changes to the way the school operates. We will ask each 
class to arrive and leave at different times to reduce the amount of people on site. We ask that only one parent              
accompanies children to school. We ask that parents ensure that social distancing is maintained whilst on the school site. 
 
Children will be in their class of 15 every day and each group will not mix with other groups. School meals will be         
sandwiches only until further notice. They will still be available for all pupils in receipt of Universal Free School Meals 
(Reception and Year1), Free School Meals, or can be purchased by any child. This is so that children do not have to queue 
up in the dinner hall and can eat outside if the weather allows or in a designated area.  
 
Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 children will still continue with home learning after half term. I appreciate that there will be many       
families with children in year groups who can return and those in year groups who cannot.  
 
If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should not come back to 
school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you 
should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to school. Please refer to government guidance for further 
details of these groups. 
 
I want to reassure you again that we won’t be pressuring parents to send their children to school – you know what’s best 
for your child’s health and wellbeing. We will provide you with more details on the arrangements, so you can make the  
appropriate decision. A letter with more detail will be sent out to parents in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6 at the end of 
the week with the arrangements for the pupils returning after half term.  
 
Virtual Headteacher’s Awards 
 
Well done to all children who have been working hard on their home learning. This week teachers have 
nominated the following children for virtual headteacher’s awards.  
 
Miss Carter—Elijah for making an amazing and very creative life size robot model. Elijah showed great           
creativity and it must have taken a very long time to make. Benjamin for working so hard on his handwrit-
ing. He has shown real resilience and I am so impressed with all his hard work.  
 
Miss Lewis—Benjamin for resilience and concentration by setting himself a Lego challenge and following detailed instruc-
tions to build a model and for a fantastic rhyming story time video where he read 'Goat Goes to Playgroup' nice and clearly. 
Ronny  has sent in some super work on the Police. He has written lots of facts about the Police whilst dressed in a Police 
outfit. His used concentration in his writing and imagination in his drawing this week, all his work is very neat!  

 
Mrs Davies—My nominations are Marcus Ruzicka and Emily Barnett who have both sent through some fantastic home 
learning work. Super writing to a fantastic standard and beautifully presented. Well done to you both. 

Mr Verschoyle—Clara for practising her times tables and also learning to ride her bike without stabilisers! Mathew for his 
drawing of Gregosaurus, learned from an online Art video. 
 
Mr Plumbe—Jiayee, for her outstanding work over the last couple of weeks. I have heard regularly from her and the   
standard of her work and the presentation of her work has been breath taking! Jiayee has produced some amazing work 
about polar bears and used super descriptive phrases in her work.  
 
Jacob W - for the amazing work sent through to me from home. It was so great to see the piles and piles of work              
completed over the last few weeks. It was also super to see Jacob being inspired to write about his own interests - for him 
it is Minecraft! 
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Miss Wise—For this week, I would like to nominate Bianca. She has been keeping in contact via our email address on a regular 
basis and is clearly working very hard at home. I have been really pleased to hear from Bianca each week and have looked for-
ward to seeing all of the lovely photographs of her working so hard at home. It has been great to see her          enjoying lots of 
different things with her family like cooking and even building a rather large model of St Edburg’s church. Keep up the hard 
work at home Bianca, you are doing a wonderful job. 
 
Mrs Duncan – Isla has been working exceptionally hard at home and has produced some excellent work. She has also put in 
lots of effort to learn her times tables which resulted in her scoring 100 in her tackling tables test last week. Brody has also 
shown lots of dedication to his learning at home completing lots of interesting projects and writing a brilliant story with super 
vocabulary and description. Fantastic effort both of you.  
 
Mr Harrison—I would like to nominate Aidan for showing reflection when editing some of his writing after realising he could im-
prove his adverbs after completing the spelling sheet. 
 
Mrs Cooper—Luca who has worked consistently hard throughout the whole of lockdown, creating a space in his room to com-
plete the tasks. He has sent in some fantastic pictures of the art, writing, maths and science he has worked on - keep up the 
hard work! Ella is another child who has worked really hard since day 1, completing some beautifully written pieces of literacy; 
superheroes, beasts of Bicester and Meerkat madness. She has also given all of the curriculum topics a go - well done.  
 

Miss Mooney/Mrs Smith- This week, we would like to nominate Poppy Waldock for working really hard to complete all of her 
maths activities, Zoe  for her shadows science investigation which was carried out with great attention to detail and Joshua  for 
taking his PE to another level by attempting to run 5k everyday for 34 days to raise money for the NHS! 

Mr Simpson—Well done to everyone in Class CS for their continued commitment to their home learning. I really enjoyed your 
lockdown hotel leaflets but a special mention to Lucca, Nelli and Isla who evolved the idea further and produced some slick 
looking pandemic palace pamphlets! Also an extra special mention to Emily for the biggest multi-media presentation of all time 
(no exaggeration here). It was truly epic in design and scope but also in seeing the amazing use of her time off school to really 
maximise her time at home with some wholesome activities and not waste it in front of  a screen.  
 
Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


