
4th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We hope you and your children are enjoying the Brookside Christmas lights and they are helping you feel 
festive. A  massive thank you to Mr Smith and Mr and Mrs Ashcroft who came in last weekend to put the 
lights up. 
 
COVID cases 
Please can any positive cases of coronavirus be reported out of hours and at weekends to  
closure@brookside.oxon.sch.uk  
If you do not receive a reply to your email then please call the school office before 8:00 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
 
Christmas Lunch 
A reminder that all children will be able to have a school Christmas dinner.  This year it will not be a full roast dinner, but 
instead a turkey bap. The Christmas meal is available for all children in Reception to Y6.  Payment for those children not 
eligible for free school meals in Year 3 to 6 will need to be paid via ParentPay in the same way as other school meals.  This 
will be available to children on different days during the last six days of school.  A reminder will be sent on ParentHub  
nearer the time.  

Christmas Cards 
Children can still bring in Christmas cards for their friends but we ask that they give these to their teacher to distribute 
within the class. This will ensure that cards are quarantined before being given out. 
 
Non uniform day 
 
Celebrating the end of term and as a final fundraising event of the year for FOBS Friday 18th December will be a Non-
Uniform Day. For a £1 fee children are invited to wear non-uniform, Christmas jumper/clothing is optional.  
 
Library Genre Spotlight 
The library is now organised into genres to make finding books you know you'll enjoy even easier. Over the coming weeks 
we will highlight a different genre. Remember you can order books from the library from home using our online booking 
system. 
 
Fantasy 
Fantasy books can contain stories about magical places, people or creatures in other fantastic worlds. These worlds are not 
based on our reality but the rich imagination of the author. 
Popular fantasy series in the school library include the Harry Potter books, How to Train Your Dragon, The Chroni-
cles of Narnia and Beast Quest. Some classic fantasy books that have been made into films you may have seen, are 
The Hobbit, Alice in Wonderland and The Wizard of Oz. Currently showing on TV is ‘His Dark Materials’, which 
comprises the books Northern Lights, The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spy Glass, by Philip Pullman. New to the 
library this year and sure to become modern classics, are two award-winning books by Sophie Anderson which are inspired 
by folk and fairy tales of Eastern Europe; The Girl who Speaks Bear (Nominated for the 2021 CILIP Carnegie Medal) and 
The House with Chicken Legs. 
 
Cross Country  
Over the last two weeks the children have been competing in our school cross-country competition. This competition is  
another virtual competition organised by the North Oxfordshire School Sports Partnership. We have also awarded house 
points to the children for our house competition.  
The children were absolutely fantastic - particularly with the cold weather! 
Well done to EVERY child who took place and an even bigger well done to the children who finished in the top 4 positions 
for each phase group. Huge resilience was shown and yet again we are immensely proud of the children of Brookside. Re-
sults will be published in the next Newsletter. 
 
Midday Supervisor Vacancy          
We have two vacancies for the position of a midday supervisor from now until the end of August 2021.  These roles would 
either be in KS1 or in KS2 supporting children eating in their classroom and then outside on the playground.  Training will 
be provided.  It is a fixed term contract due to the changes in lunch times due to classes working in bubbles.  If you would 
like more information, please speak to Mrs Tompkins or Mrs Ashcroft in the school office who can provide you with an ap-
plication form.   
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Day     

Friday 11th December EYFS – Class VL and EC Class BM 

Monday 14th December Class LD Class CP 

Tuesday 15th December Class DD Class FH 

Wednesday 16th December Class AW Class CC 

Thursday 17th December Class RM/TS Class CS 
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Dates for your diary 2020/2021 
 
Wednesday 16th December—FOBS Father Christmas Story Time (this will take place in class with a virtual visit) 
 
Friday 18th December— Non Uniform Day for £1 / End of Term (3:00 p.m. finish) 
 
Monday 4th January—INSET Day (school closed) 
 
Tuesday 5th January—Spring Term starts 
 
Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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        HOT DOG  

TUNA & CUCUMBER 
SANDWICH CHEESE SALAD WRAP TUNA AND CUCUMBER 

SANDWICH 
EGG AND TOMATO 

WRAP 
CHEESE AND  
CUCUMBER  
SANDWICH 

TUNA AND 
SWEETCORN  
SANDWICH 

HAM AND TOMATO 
BAP 

EGG AND CRESS  
BAGEL HAM AND CHEESE BAP CHICKEN AND SALAD 

SUB HAM SALAD BAP BLT SUB 

CARROT BATONS CRUDITES SWEETCORN CRUDITES CORN ON THE COB SWEETCORN 

FRUIT OR YOGHURT FRUIT OR YOGHURT FRUIT OR YOGHURT FRUIT OR YOGHURT FRUIT OR YOGHURT FRUIT OR YOGHURT 

GINGER COOKIE JAM SPONGE CHOCOLATE  
CORNFLAKE CAKE MELTING MOMENTS RASPBERRY  

SMOOTHIE MANGO SMOOTHIE 

Menu for the last six days in school  
For the last six days in school the following menu will be in place for children who are not having their Christmas Meal.  Your 
child can only order a Christmas Meal on their day.   
 
E-Safety 
National Online Safety provide updates to schools and parents via Twitter each week.  As we prepare for Christmas it is im-
portant to consider the safety of any new devices your child may get as presents.  You may like to download their new app 
which is designed for parents and schools to learn more about e-safety.  It is available here - https://
info.nationalonlinesafety.com/mobile-app 
 
Health and Fitness 
If you and your children enjoyed the sessions led by Joe Wicks during the first lockdown then you may enjoy some of the 
workouts which have been launched on YouTube by the Youth Sport Trust over the last couple of weeks.  They are being 
broadcast live at 5pm each night up until the end of term with previous workouts available on YouTube.  Let your teacher 
know how you get on.  https://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust 
 
Christmas Food Vouchers  
We will be providing Christmas food vouchers, funded by the Government, to all pupils who are eligible for free school 
meals.  These will be sent to you by Edenred using the email address which we have on our system.  Should you need to 
update your email address, please let the school office know, ideally by email.   
 
Free School Meals  
Should your circumstances have changed and you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, please let us 
know.  This can be the case for any child in Nursery, Reception, Key Stage One or Key Stage Two.  It is related to various 
benefits which you may receive, including Universal Credit, Income Support or Working Tax Credit.  More information is  
available on the school website or by collecting a form from the school office.  If you return this form by the end of next 
week you will be included in the Christmas Food Vouchers from Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
EYFS Rainbow Week 
The children in the EYFS had an exciting time last week. Our learning was based around the story "The World Made a Rain-
bow". We painted rainbows to send to Wyndham Hall Care Home. We also made cards to say "thank you and we are thinking 
of you" to people who help us in our community. Both classes had rainbow days where we dressed up. We also carried out 
some rainbow science experiments. Well done EYFS on some lovely and thoughtful learning last week.  
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