
18th December 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of term I want to say well done to all of the children who over the last few months have adapted 
brilliantly to new routines and continued working hard on their learning. We have tried very hard to keep Brookside as a 
normal as possible for the children. This would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of all the staff 
who have ensured that Brookside has remained a place of learning, fun and familiarity during this difficult time.  
Thank you also for your support of the school over the last few months and your patience whilst restrictions are in place.  
 
We hope that you all have a good Christmas and look forward to seeing you in January. I am sure we will all be glad to see 
the back of 2020 and enter 2021 with hope that it will be a better year and life will, at some point, return to normal. 
 
Cross Country  
Well done to the following children who were the top boys and girls in each age group. Congratulations to the Year 3/4 
girls who came 4th out of the schools in North Oxfordshire. Thank you to Mr Plumbe and Mr Mawn for organising the cross 
country competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library Genre Spotlight 
With the library now organised into genres,  finding books you know you'll enjoy is even easier. Remember you can order 
books from the library from home using our online booking system. The link is on the school website homepage - simply 
scroll down and click!  
 
Mystery 

Budding super-sleuths will enjoy stories involving crime and mysteries. Throughout the book the character usually gathers 
evidence to reveal the identity of a criminal. Expect some twists and turns along the way, as nothing is straightforward and 
there are always surprises!  

Some readers will enjoy the popular mystery series written by Enid Blyton, including The Secret Seven, The Five Find-
Outers and The Mystery Series. Anthony Horow itz has also w ritten several series. Alex Rider is one that is 
proving to be very popular in Brookside library. The first book in this series, Stormbreaker was made into an exciting action 
film. The Diamond Brothers series mix adventure with humour as they tell the adventures of the world’s worse private       
detectives. The High Rise Mystery is new  book by Sharna Jackson, featuring the first black UK detective duo 
and        suitable for readers from approximately 9 years. An antique-dealer is found dead in the high-rise building that 
sisters Nik and Norva live in, and they are determined to get to the bottom of the case.  

Online Safety – New Devices at Christmas  
We know many children will get new devices over the Christmas break or spend time on their devices.  At the end of the 
newsletter we have included a poster with some information about how to set up their device to ensure they stay safe 
whilst using it.   
Winter Wellbeing  
The Mental Health Support Team have produced a Winter Wellbeing poster with some good tips on how to maintain well-
being and happiness during the Christmas break and throughout the winter.  It is included at the end of this newsletter.   
 
Support over Christmas (Safeguarding of children)  
Should you have concerns about the safety of your child or another child over the Christmas holiday then support will       
continue from the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub.  They can be contacted on 0345 050 7666, if it is out of hours or a bank 
holiday this number will inform you which number to call for the emergency team.  If a child is at immediate danger then 
you should call Thames Valley Police on 999.   
 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
We will not be able to run the teacher led after school clubs in the next term. Mrs Hekimova, Mrs Coles and Mrs O’Driscoll 
continue to provide breakfast club and after school club each day the school is open.  Please look at the school website or 
email Mrs Hekimova should you wish to book your child into either of these clubs.  There are places available and children 
can start after the Christmas holiday.   
Cycle Training 

Well done to the children in Year 6 who passed the cycle training test this week. Thank you to the volunteers (Mr Stewart, 
Mrs Elliot) and Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service  for running the training.  

FOBS 

Thank you to FOBS for organising the Father Christmas story time and funding the online panto for the children. Thank you 
also to all the parents for supporting the raffle  and non uniform day it means a lot. The raffle has raised £676 which is 
amazing! 
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Y1/2 girls 
Betsy 
Lilly S 
Catherine 
Emily B 

Y1/2 boys 
Oliver H 
Daniel 
Cooper 
Ethan 

Y3/4 girls 
Isla H 
Avah  
Holly 
Kiera  

Y3/4 boys 
Cori 
Buster 
William P 
William C 

Y5/6 girls 
Caroline 
Eloise 
Bobbi 
Lilly-lei 
 

Year 5/6 
boys 
Mason 
Rocco 
Jacob B 
Samuel A 

http://www.brookside.oxon.sch.uk


 
Dates for your diary 2020/2021 
 
Monday 4th January—INSET Day (school closed) 
 
Tuesday 5th January—Spring Term starts 
 
Best wishes, 

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 



 

 



 

 


